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Nos animorum 
Impulfu, et cacd magndque cupidine duct. 
Hor. 


2 O long ago as my fourth number (the reader 


¢ 
Sage perhaps may not remember) I made men- 
sue tion of a FEMALE THERMOMETER, 


He conftructed by my ingenious friend Mr, 

ames Ayfcough, Optician, on Ludgate-Hill; 

and I then informed the public, that ‘ the liquor. contained 
«© within the tube was a chymical mixture, which being 
«¢ acted upon by the circulation of the blood and animal 
 fpirits, would rife and fall according to the defires and 
*« affections of the wearer.”” But I have now the further 
fatisfaction to acquaint my fair readers, that after feveral 


repeated trials and improvements we have at length brought 
Vor. IL. Gg the 
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the inftrament to fo great a degree of perfection, that any 
common by-ftander may, by a proper application of it, 
Know the exact temperature of any lady’s paffions. The 
liquor, among other fecret ingredients, is diftilled fecundim 
artem from the herbs lady’s love, and maiden-hair, the 
wax of virgin-bees, and the five greater hot and cold feeds: 
and the properties of it are fo fubtle and penetrating, that 
immediately on its coming within the atmofphere of a lady’s 
affections, if is actuated by them in the fame manner, as the 
fpirits are by the impulfe of the air in the common Ther- 
mometer. 


Ir was not without fome difficulty, that we could fettle 
the different degrees of heat and cold in a lady’s defires, 
which it would be proper to delineate on our Thermometer : 
but at Iaft we found, that the whole fcale of female 
characters might be reduced to one or other of the fol- 


lowing ; viz. 


Abandoned IMPUDENCE. 
GALLANTRY. 
Loost BEHAVIOUR, 


————- 





INNOCENT FREEDOMS. 


INDISCRETIONS. 
Inviolable MODESTY. 


From thefe degrees, which we have accurately marked 
on the fide of the tube, we have been able to judge of the 
characters of feveral ladies, on whom we have made the 
experiment. In fome of thefe we have found the grada- 
tions very fudden; and that the liquor has rifen very faft 
from the loweft point to the higheft. We could likewife 


difcover, that it was differently affected according to the 
7 different 
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* different ftation aid quality of the fabje&t: fo that the fathe 
-aétions, which in a lady of fafhion {carce raifed the liquor 
beyond InpiscreTrons,; in another caufed it to mount 
‘almoft to ImpupeNce. Much alfo depended upon the air 
and temperature of the place, where we made our trials : 
and even the drefs had fome influence on our Thermo- 
meter; as we frequently obferved, that the rife and fall of 
the liquor in the tube bore an exact proportion to the rife 
and fall of the ftays and petticoat. 


I sHALL now proceed to give a fucciné account of the 
many repeated experiments, which we have made on differ- 
ent fubjects in different places. During the winter feafon 
we had frequent opportunities of trying the effects, which 
the play-houfe, the opera, and other places of diverfion, 
might have on the Thermometer. At the play-houfe we 
always found the liquor rife in proportion, as the drama 
was more or lefs indecent or immoral: at fome comedies, 
and particularly the Chances, its elevation kept pace exaétly 
with the lufcioufnefs ofthe dialogue and the ripening of 
the plot; fo that it has often happened, that with fome 
fubjeéts, at the opening of the play, the liquor has ftruggled 
a-while, and rofe and funk about the degrees juft above 
Mopesty ; but before the third act it has ftood fufpended 
at the middle point between Moprsty and ImpupENCcE ; 
in the fourth aé&t it has advanced as far as Loose Brna- 
vrour ; and at the conclufion of the play it has fettled at 
downright ImpupENce. At public concerts, and the opera 
efpecially, we obferved that the Thermometer conftantly 
kept time (if I may fay fo). with the mufic and finging: and 
both at the opera and the play-houfe, it always regulated 
its motions by the dancer’s heels. We have frequently 


made 
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made trials of our inftrument at the mafquerades in the 
Hay- Market : but the temperature of that climate has proved 
fo exceeding hot, that on the, moment of our coming into 
the room the liquor has boiled up with a furprifing effer- 
vefcence to ABANDONED IMPUDENCE. 


Durinc the fummer feafon we have not failed to make 
our obfervations on the company at the public gardens. 
Here we found, indeed, that with fome raw unpolifhed 


females, who came only to eat cheefe-cakes and fee the 
frre-works, the liquor did not ftir beyond Mopesty ; with 
many it has crept up to InDIscRETIONs; and with fome it 


has advanced to Loose Benaviour. We had no opportunity 
to try our Thermometer in the dark walks: but with fome 
fubjects we have plainly perceived the liquor haftening up 
towards InNocenT. FreEpoms, as they were retiring to 
thefe walks from the reft of the company; whilft with 
others, who have gone the fame way, it has only con- 
tinued to point (as it did at the beginning of our obfer- 
vations) at GALLANTRY. One young lady in particular 
we could not help remarking, whom we followed into 
Vaux-Hall, ga\lanted by an officer; we were glad to fee, 
at her firft going in, that the liquor, though it now and 
then faintly afpired towards InpiscreTions, ftil] gravitated 
back again to Mopesty: after a turn or two in the walks 
we perceived it fluctuating between Innocent FREEDOMS 
and Loose Benaviour: after this we loft fight of them 
for fome time; and at the conclufion of the entertainment 
(as we followed them out) we could not without concern 
obferve, that the liquor was haftily bubbling up to a degree 
next to IMPUDENCE. 


BESIDES 
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Besipes the experiments on'thofe ladies, who fréquent 
the public places of diverfion, we have beenino lefs caréful 
in making remarks at feveral private routs and. affemblies. 
We were here’ at firft very much furprifed ‘at the extreme 
degree of Cold which our Therinometer feemed'to indicate 
in feveral ladies, who were feated round the ‘card-tables; as 
we found ‘not the feaft altetation in iteither: from ‘the 
young or old: but we at lait concluded, that this was owing 
to theit love of play, which had: totally abforbed all their 
other paffions. We have, indeed, more than once perceived, 
that when a lady has rifen from cards after fo much ill luck 
as to have involved herfelf in a debt of honour to a gentle- 
man, the Thermometer has been furprifingly effected ; and 
as fhe has been handed to her chair, we have known the 
liquor, which before was quite ftagnate, run up inftantane- 
oufly to the degreeof GALLANTRY. We havealfo been at 
the trouble to try its efficacy in the long rooms at Bath, Tun- 
bridge, Cheltenbam &c. as it is well known, that thefe places 
have brought about furprifing changes in the conftitutions 


of thofe s1cK ladies, who go thither for the benefit of the 
waters, 


Havine thus fufficiently proved the perfection of our 
Thermometer, it only remains to acquaint my readers, that 
Mr, Ayfcough will be ready to fupply the public with thefe 
ufeful inftruments, as foon as the town fills. In the mean 
time I would advife thofe ladies, who have the leaft regard 
for their characters, to reflect that the gradations, as marked 
on our Thermometer, naturally lead to each other; that 
the tranfitions from the loweft to the higheft are quick and 
obvious ; and that though it is very eafy to advance, it is 
impoffible to recede back again, Let them, therefore, be 
Vor. If. H h careful 
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careful to regulate their! spaffions. in} fueh.manner,. as.that 
their conduct may: be» always econfiftent)with . decency. and, 
honours and>(as Shake/pearefays))‘* not ftepping -o’er.the 
“< bounds of Monpzsry,’’ I:fhall. conclude. with obferving; 
that thefe ‘Thermometers are, defigned: only for-the ladies: 
for though we imagined at firtt, that, they might-ferve equally. ~ 
forthe men; we have found xeafon to,alter our opinion ;fince, 
in ithe .courfe of feveral, fruitlefs experiments on our own 
fex,'there has {catce appeared any. medium in. them between 
Movesty -and IMPUDENCE,. . | | 


WwW. 








